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FOREWORD

The Basic Theory of Music is a textbook especially written for a wide range of
students of music -fromthose who love music but have no coherent knowledge
as to how it works to those musicians who have for some reason neglected to

acquire, or have partly forgotten the theoretical groundworks of their trade.

The author has tried to explain every difficult point exhaustively, including their
historical backgrounds. The historical passages are printed in smaller type, so
that they may be easily spotted and skipped by those not interested. At suitable

points, qustions and exercises are provided for the reader to test his progress.

The book is divided into an introduction and twelve chaphters namely

Introduction
Chapter One
Chapter Two

Chapter Three
Chapter Four
Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Chapter Seven

Chapter Eight
Chapter Nine

Chapter Ten

Chapter Eleven
Chapter Twelve

The Musical Characteristics of Sounds
The First Signs in Reading Music
Accent and Rhythm

Intervals (1)

Scales and Tonality

Intervals (2)

Rules and Notation

The Stave and its History

Church Modes

Compound Rhythms

The Perfection of Musical Notation and Other Symbols
About Chords

The Beginning of Harmony

The appendices at the end of the book include a glossary of important musical
terms as well as a list of such terms in Persian with their equivalents in French,
English, German, and Italian.

The author hopes that readers will find the book useful and that it will lead
them to a better understanding of music.

Parviz Mansouri
Tehran, October 1991
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